Safety Contract
	White House Middle School Science Safety Rules

Welcome to science! Science is meant to be hands-on, so this class will incorporate several engaging laboratory exercises. The students will be participating in numerous activities that require the use of chemicals (such as iodine, staining solutions, ph indicators, vinegar.. ) and laboratory equipment (such as hot plates, matches, glassware.. ) that could be hazardous if used incorrectly. Safety is paramount in the science classroom and must be taken very seriously at all times. To ensure that we keep the students and teachers safe during laboratory time, a list of rules has been developed and provided to you in this contract. This contract must be signed by the student AND your parent/guardian before the student can participate in laboratory activities. 
· Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the science classroom.  

· Horseplay, practical jokes, and pranks will NOT be tolerated.

· Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  Ask your teacher if you do not understand the instructions.

· Do NOT touch any of the equipment until instructed to do so.

· Never eat, drink, chew gum, or taste anything in the science room.

· Wash your hands with soap & water before leaving class.

· Wear safety equipment when instructed - safety goggles, gloves, aprons, etc.  

· Keep work area neat and free of unnecessary materials.

· Clean all work areas & equipment at the end of the experiment.  Dispose of waste as instructed.

· Report any accident immediately.   

· Consider all chemicals used in the science room to be dangerous.  Do not touch or smell any chemicals unless specifically told to do so.

· Students are not allowed to enter the science storage closet at any time.

· Do not remove supplies from the science classroom without the science teacher’s permission.

· Handle all glassware with care.  Never pick up broken or hot glassware with your bare hands.

· Use extreme caution when using matches, a burner, or hot plate.   Only light burners when instructed and do not put anything into a flame unless specifically instructed to do so.  Do not leave a lit burner unattended.

· Dress properly – long hair must be tied back, no dangling sleeves or jewelry, wear closed toe and heeled shoes.

· Learn where the safety equipment is and where the emergency exits are.

Keep these rules in the inside of your science binder so you have them available at all times!!  Let’s have a fun and safe school year in science!


White House Middle School Science Safety Contract


I, _______________________________(student name, please print) have read and agree to the rules and regulations of this science safety contract. I understand that I must obey these rules to maintain my safety and that of my teachers and peers. It is my responsibility to maintain a safe environment in the laboratory and closely follow all written and verbal directions provided by the teacher. I am also aware that any violation of these terms and conditions or misbehavior in the laboratory could result in injury, receiving a failing grade, detention, removal from the classroom, or other disciplinary actions.

___________________________________________
Student Signature

_______________________
Date


Dear Parent/Guardian,

We believe that it is our responsibility to inform you of the school’s effort to maintain a safe science classroom environment. You should also be made aware of the activities your child is taking part in science class and the safety precautions and steps associated with doing these laboratory activities. Cooperation between teachers, students, and their parents will help to ensure that this science classroom is a safe place to learn and can eliminate the threat of potential hazards associated with these activities. No students will be permitted to partake in laboratory activities until they and their parents/guardians have read and agreed to the terms proposed above.

Your signature and provision of contact information indicates that you have read and agree to the rules provided in this safety contract and that you are aware of the procedures taken to ensure the safety of your child in this classroom. It also indicates that you are willing to instruct your child to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules.

_________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_______________________
Date



